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ARTTOLE APPEARED
oN PACE_A —2E

.._,voluucn of Case in Libyar Shao ting

ByWILuAME.SC!-mHDT ) ‘-4.

- SpacialtoThe New York Ties -
FORT CQLLINS, Colo, Dec. 3 — At
7:32 P.M. oa G<ct. 14, 1980, the dispatcher
at the Fort Collins’ Police Department
received a call reporting a femily dis.
turbance at an apartment on South

Shieids Street, not f2r from the campm

of Coiorado State University.

Such calls are not unusual in this
parthern Colarado commuarity of €6,000
pecple, a college town and one of the
fastest growing cities in the state. But
when oificers arrived at the scene it was
quickly appa.rcm:.haxtmngsmmtas
fir

rst

“As sooa 23 I got there I realized this
was no family fight,”” said Sgt. Ray
Martinez, 29 years old, a Fort Collins po-
lice detective. “A foreign student had
been shot, and right away alarm bells
weat 0ff in my head. [ had a feeling this
wes something pretty big.”

Itmxndaed.’rbevic:xm in the shoot-
inz was a 35-year-old Libyan pational
pz2med Fzisal Zagallaf, and subsequent
investization was eveztually tolead Ser-
geant Martinez and the 80-man Fort Col-
lins Police t deep into the
shadowy world of international espxo-

p2geand assassipatica, -

Along the way, they encountered the
Central Intelligence Agency, former
spies and g runpers andgnzledfcr-
mer Green Beret mercenaries, all of
them somiehow entacgled into suspi-
cioas of a complex plot of international
murder for hire that led directly back to
the shooting last yearin Fort Collins,

*Two Murdersa Year®

“We get maybe two murders a yearin
Fart Collins,” said Sergeant Martinez.
*‘And believe me, this is our fust inter-
pationalcase.”

Over a period of months, and with the
off-and-on cooperatimn of the Federal
euthorities, the police eventually ar-
rested Eugene Alovs Talaya, 48, a deco-
rated Vietham War bero who the au-
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thoﬂtis say was hxred by Llibyan offi-

- - | cials to assassinate Mr. Zagallai. Fed-

eral-officials say Mr. Zagallal was
marked for elimination as & persistent
criticof theregime of the Libyan leader,
Muammarel-Qaddafi.
After a three-weex trial, Mr. ‘ra.fcya S
fate was placed Wednmday inthehands

of a Larimer County jury, which must
decide whether he was a professional hit
man who, as prosecutors charge, bun-
gled an attempt to kill Mr. Zagallat last
vear. Wounded twice in the head by &
22caliber pistol wielded by Mr. Tafoya,
the former Colorado State student sur-
vived the attack, but lost the visicn in
hisrighteye.

Mr. Tafoya testified tha.t not o-n!y did
heshoot Mr. Zagallxi in seli-defenseina
struggie, but that he also believed at the
time he was oa a secret essignment
from the C.I.A. His orders were not to
kill the student, Mr. Tzafowa testified,
but ratker to “rough v:3" Mr. Zagallai.

Eventually, the 'Larimer Coumty
prosecutor, Stu Van Meveren, 2 rock-
jawed man more comfortable with bur-
glary cases than international murder-
for-hire plots, decideq to limit the focus
of the case against Mr, Tafoyz, restrict-
ing the evidence presented to the jury to
the circumstances of the Fort Collins
shooting itself.

Butinchasingleads inthecase, man'y
of which led the autborities to a former
C.1A. egant named Edwin P. Wilsoa
who prosecutors believe hired Mr. Ta-
foya to carry out the hit on behalf of the

Libyan Government, Sergeant Martinez
traveled to London end counseled with

| intelligence agency officials in Wash.
ingtcn.

He studied internationel telephone
reconds, examined a so-called “hit list”

‘of cther victims targeted for assassina-

tion and discovered among Mr. Tzfoya’s
belcngings, and pored over more than
1,500 pages of repox1s prepared by the
Federal Bureau of Investigation detail-
ing Mr. Wilson’s coatacts and associ-

ates. .
Though Mr. Ta.cyahasbemdxa:gul

with conspiracy to attempt murder, no |

co-coaspirator was named in the case,
andnoeticrtwas madem:.hetnaltod.x—
rectly link Mr. Tafoya to Mr. Wilsca.

Meanwhile, tbemtemg-'aceaga:cyu-
self has closely foliowed the trial here.
Two C.LA. officials weers among the 32

witnesses who testified, ardd both sug-
gsmd that, cootrary to Mr. zafoyas
testimany, he was pever in the employ:
of the agency. Or'ee.strmtha‘tbeym
talk about. .

" Sergeant Martinez ccoeeda that the
investigation led him intowater crrer his |
had.andsomeoftbeautbo'ihshemm !
Larimer County, which sits on the high |
plain of Eastern Cclorado, ageinst the !
foothills of the Rocky Mountains, hawe |
suggested that along the way, Federal ]
officials inboththe C.I.A.andthe F.B.I. |
haveprovided hme guidance,

- Amid this never-never Iand of spies
and intercational murder pictsa gun e~
fonging to Mr. Zagallai, fcund in the
apartmenttherﬁgh: ct thesbccﬁng, was
returned to the victim rather than held
as evidence for trial. Defense zitorneys
have stressed the mistake overtbe gua,
vhich they say Mr. Zagallai confronted -
Mr. Tafoya with the night on the shoot-.
mg,leadmgtothesmlgglemwl‘nchb{r
Zagallaiwaseventuallyshot. -

The defense attorney, Walter Gerash,
said that as a result certain scientific
tesis were n=ver run on the gun, which
might have proved Mr. Tafoya's conten:
tion that he grappled vrith Mr Zagallai
overthe weapon. .

- Moreover, Sergeant Namnz con-.
ceded that, in at I=ast two jailhouse in-
terviews with the suspect, he failed to
advise Mr. Taloya of hisrights. .

Nevertheless, it was the Fort Collins
police who eventually broke the case,
when two youngsters discovered a g !
inenirrigatica ditch rmrtm'l‘hepo-
licetraced theuntoMr. Tafoya. '
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